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The  Church’s  Greatest  Problem 

^-V4hat  is  the  chief  need  of  the  Church  of  Christ 
^JtjF/today? 

****'  It  is  unity. 

In  this  answer  Christians  of  every  land  and  every 
denomination  agree.  And  those  outside  the  Church 
join  in  pointing  to  the  lack  of  unity  as  the  Church’s 
main  weakness. 

If  the  Churches  of  Christ  could  work  in  perfect 
unity  they  could  conquer  the  world;  but  the  question 
is  how  shall  this  unity  be  attained. 


Harmony  Through  Conference 

*#*or  generations  some  of  the  greatest  minds  of 
the  Christian  world  have  been  at  work  on  this 
problem,  seeking  to  devise  means  by  which 
Church  people  may  come  closer  together  on  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  belief  and  worship.  Since  1910  a 
constructive  movement  has  been  taking  shape  through- 
out the  world,  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  through  a 
World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  Churches  can  agree  and  the  basis 
on  which  they  may  reconcile  their  differences. 

With  this  object  there  will  assemble  at  Lausanne, 
Switzerland,  from  July  31  to  August  21,  1927 , five 
hundred  representatives,  from  both  hemispheres,  of 
Christian  Churches  which  confess  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  as  God  and  Saviour.  They  will  come  there  for 
conference  only.  Their  participation  will  involve  no 
surrender  or  compromise  of  any  doctrine  or  position. 
For  three  weeks,  in  daily  session,  they  will  Study  and 
discuss  the  disagreements  among  the  churches,  not 
controversially,  but  in  an  effort  for  mutual  under- 


standing.  From  these  deliberations  will  result  gtate- 
ments  and  recommendations  which  will  be  referred 
to  all  the  Churches  for  their  consideration. 

Cooperating  Commissions 

€ighty-seven  nationwide  autonomous  Churches 
have  appointed  cooperating  commissions  to 
arrange  for  and  conduct  the  Conference.  The 
communions  officially  represented  include  Anglican, 
Armenian,  Baptist,  Christian,  Congregational,  Czech' 
oslovak,  Disciples,  Eastern  Orthodox,  Friends,  Ger' 
man  Evangelical,  Lutheran,  Methodic,  Old  Catholic, 
Presbyterian,  Reformed,  South  Indian  United,  United 
Brethren  and  United  Church  of  Canada.  The  churches 
represented  are  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  the 
British  Isles,  Germany,  Italy,  Norway,  Sweden,  Den' 
mark,  Greece,  Serbia,  Hungary,  Czechoslovakia,  Es' 
thonia,  Latvia,  Roumania,  Bulgaria,  Cyprus,  Egypt, 
Syria,  Palestine,  China,  Japan,  India,  South  Africa, 
Australia,  and  New  Zealand. 

How  the  Conference  is  Organized 

^T*he  Churches  will  be  represented  at  Lausanne 
V/j  y according  to  numerical  strength,  each  church 
appointing  its  representatives  in  its  own  way. 
The  general  preparations  for  the  Conference  have  been 
made  by  an  international  Continuation  Committee 
appointed  at  Geneva  in  1920  and  broadly  represen ta' 
tive  of  all  the  Churches.  A smaller  Business  Committee 
has  been  appointed  to  complete  the  arrangements  for 
the  Lausanne  meeting,  and  a staff  of  secretaries  at 
the  international  headquarters  of  the  movement  at 
Boston  carry  on  an  ever-increasing  volume  of  corre- 
spondence covering  almost  all  parts  of  the  world. 


Subjects  For  Discussion 

^f'he  Continuation  Committee  has  prepared  an 
1IL  Agenda  as  the  starting-point  for  free  (discussion 
at  the  Lausanne  meeting,  which  includes  the 
following  subjects: 

The  Call  to  Unity. 

The  Nature  of  the  Church. 

The  Church’s  Common  Confession  of  Faith  in  God. 
The  Church’s  Ministry. 

The  Sacraments. 

The  Unity  of  Christendom  and  the  Place  of 
Different  Churches  within  it. 

Arrangements  for  continuing  the  work  of  the 
Conference. 

In  further  preparation  for  the  World  Conference 
the  Committee  urges  the  formation  of  local  groups, 
consisting  of  members  of  different  Churches,  for  the 
Study  and  discussion  of  the  subjects  of  the  Agenda. 
Reports  of  such  conferences  should  be  sent  to  the 
Secretariat,  P.  O.  Box  226,  Boston,  Mass.,  U.  S.  A. 

Further  information  and  literature  will  be  sent 
free  on  request. 

Business  Committee 

Rt.  Rev.  Charles  H.  Brent,  D.D.,  Chairman , Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
George  Zabriskie,  D.C.L.,  Treasurer,  New  York  City. 

Rev.  Peter  Ainslie,  D.D.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Rev.  Clarence  A.  Barbour,  D.D.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Nehemiah  Boynton,  D.D.,  Newton  Centre,  Mass. 

Rev.  Bishop  James  Cannon,  Jr.,  D.D.,  Washington,  D.C. 
Mo&  Rev.  Metropolitan  Germanos,  London,  England,  or 
Mo&  Rev.  Archbishop  Alexander,  Astoria,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Bishop  Francis  J.  McConnell,  D.D.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Rev.  T.  Albert  Moore,  D.D.,  Toronto,  Canada. 

Rev.  M.  G.  G.  Scherer,  D.D.,  New  York  City. 

Rev.  J.  Ross  Stevenson,  D.D.,  Princeton,  N.  J. 
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